
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
FINAL POLREP 

DATE: September 23, 2002

SUBJECT: Thomaston Tire Fire
Thomaston, Upson County, Georgia

FROM: Gerald F. Foree, OSC 
EPA Region 4, Atlanta, Georgia

TO: EPA RRC for Distribution
Project File

I. GENERAL SITE INFORMATION

Thomaston Tire Fire
1687 Hendricks Church Road
Thomaston, Upson County, Georgia

               
LAT: N 32° 55' 2"
LONG:  W 84° 27 '27"
FPN: n/a
Lead OSC: Gerald F. Foree
Response Authority: Fund Lead Removal
Project Ceiling: $150,000
NPL Status:  Non-NPL
Incident Category:  Emergency Response
Status of Action Memo: $150,000                  
Source: Coal Tire/Oil/PAHs
Source Identification: Tires (burning)
Surface Water Impacted: none
Date of Notification: September 17, 2002
Start Date: September 19, 2002
Completion Date: September 24, 2002
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II. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A. Site and Incident Description: 

At approximately 4:45 pm on September 17, 2002, the USEPA, Region 4 was
notified of a underground tire fire at 1687 Hendricks Church Road in
Thomaston, Upson County, Georgia.  Most of the land is timber, with the
exception of two residential homes.  Based on information received,
approximately 20,000 to 30,000 tires were buried on a 5 acre radius of land.  It is
believed that the origin of the fire is due to a small brush fire which occurred
two weeks ago. ERRS contractors began mobilization of equipment and
personnel to site.  Access to impact area was established with the grubbing of
trees.  An area was set up to stage all burnt tires and effected soils that were
excavated.    Contractors began excavating smoked/burnt tires and soil.  The
excavated soil and tires were segregated and allowed to cool.  The excavated soil
and tires were segregated and allowed to cool.  GA EPD and Upson County
coordinated the disposal of approximately 130 - 140 tons of excavated tires to a
nearby landfill. [This is an approximate figure which has not been verified by
landfill personnel].  START contractors performed air monitoring throughout
all site operations.  GA EPD arranged for the transporting and disposal of
excavated burnt soil.  The excavated area has been backfilled and graded.

Composite soil samples were also collected from the excavated burnt soil.
Data analysis of excavated soil used to determine the presence of contaminants,
indicated no presence of contamination.  Initial well water and surface water
samples were collected.  Data analysis indicate a nominal presence of toluene in
the surface water.  It is presumed that runoff from the fire fighting activities
contributed to its detection.  

B.  Community Involvement:

None

B. Unusual Circumstances

None

C. Future Considerations

None
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III. ESTIMATED COSTS:   
   

A. Estimated Costs:

ERRS $100,000

START $  25,000

EPA Direct Costs: $    5,000

TOTAL SITE COSTS: $130,000 

Note: Costs shown are based on information available at the time this report was prepared.  These figures
should not be used to support or dispute any legal action regarding this removal.

V. ROSTER OF AGENCIES/ORGANIZATIONS ASSISTING IN REMOVAL

Org./Agency, 
Address

Primary 
Contact Phone Number Role/Activity

USEPA-Region 4
Emergency Response
and Removal Branch
61 Forsyth Street
Atlanta Federal Center
Atlanta, GA 30303

Gerald F. Foree (404) 562-8850 On-Scene Coordinator

Department of Natural
Resources
Atlanta Tradeport
Suite 104
4244 International
Parkway
Atlanta, GA 30354

Lon Revall

Brian Wright

Tiffany V. Wharton

(404) 362-4500

(404) 362-2567

(478) 751-6612

Scrap Tire Unit

Solid Waste Unit

EPD Macon Office
[2640 Shurling Dr.
Macon, GA 32122]

Thomaston-Upson
County
106 E. Lee Street
Suite 110
Thomaston, GA 30286

Greg Nossett

James L. Eaton

(706) 647-7012

(706) 647-7459

County Manager

County Code
Enforcement

CMC, Inc.
1151 Jessamine Station
Pike
Nicholasville, KY 40356

Mark Hannah (859) 885-4955 ERRS Contractor




